Movement of the i.v. room to the postanesthesia care area: an alternative to an operating room satellite pharmacy.
The Jewish Hospital of St. Louis decided to combine the need for an operating room (OR) satellite pharmacy with the need to upgrade the existing intravenous (IV) room. This decision resulted in the movement of the move not only provided an upgraded IV room but its location allowed for direct access to the OR suites. The IV room can now provide the additional services of an OR satellite pharmacy. Cost savings estimates for a dedicated OR satellite pharmacy did not provide the hospital administration with the financial justification for the project. Only by combining the pharmacy's personnel and physical resources did the proposal become inviting enough for the hospital administration to support. The steps in the creation of the combined IV room/OR satellite pharmacy are presented.